AP photo
Members of the Lake Zurich High School Marching Band warm up Tuesday before their march
through central London in the traditional New Year’s Day Parade.
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who watched Rose Parade did

By SOLVEJ SCHOU
The Associated Press

PASADENA, Calif. - A gi-
ant blossoming rose, a pickup
truck that morphed into a
spacecraft, and a Chinese
dragon undulating in the
breeze brought cheers from
thousands of spectators as
those floats and others rolled
by Tuesday in the Rose Par-
ade.

Those who spent New
Year’s Eve camped curbside
were joined at dawn by giddy
visitors arriving by car, bus
and train. The city of Pasa-
dena estimated that more than
a million people visited Pasa-
dena during the pdrade and
Rose Bowl game festivities.

Gail Paulson was drawn to
the parade route, although she

is blind.

“There’s a lot a blind per-
son can appreciate at this pa-
rade,” Paulson, 64, of Oxnard,
Calif.,, said as her guide dog,
Alton, led her to a seat.
“There’s electricity in the air,
the smell of the flowers, the
clomping of the horses.”

The 119th edition of the
Tournament of Roses began
as sunshine bathed the 5mile
parade route. This year’s
theme was “Passport to the
World’s Celebrations.”

One of the biggest crowd
pleasers was American Hon-
da’s “Passport to the Future.”
It featured a pickup truck that
changed in a cloud of smoke
into a spaceship.

“It was awesome - what it
looked like after it trans-
formed,” said Noah Herndon,

10, of Glendale. “It looked like
it was a rocket ship.”

About 1.200 law-enforce-
ment officers were assigned to
the parade to deal with any
disruptions. Twenty-three
people were arrested, many
during the night for drunk-in- '
public violations, police said.

Two groups were protest-
ing at the parade. Dozens of
war protesters led by “Peace
Mom” Cindy Sheehan staked
out spots across from TV cam-
eras, hoisting signs reading
“Impeachment is Patriotic.”
The protesters were booed by *
parade watchers sitting in the
grandstand. >

Many in the crowd had
come from Tllinois to watch '
the afternoon Rose Bowl foot-
ball game between USC and '

‘Tlinois.
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