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A Statistical Description of Lake Zurich Middle School North Population

The data for this demographic profile is based on the 2000-2001 school year figures that
show a population of 729 students. Bnrollment projections indicate no significant change
in the mamber of students through the 2001-2002 school year.

Student attendance is drawn from the city of Lake Zurich, north of Route 22, the village
of Hawthom Woods and North Bamrington.

Special services offered at Lake Zurich Middle School North include speech and
language tierapy, health services, social work, and those provided by the scheol

counselor and distrct psychologist.

Tnstructional support includes special education services, gifted education, ESL/bilingua:
education, library/media services, and a certified reading specialist.

T.ake Zurich School Middle school ensures the continuity of insfruction by supervising
curriculum revisions and adoptions. A diverse curriculumn is tailored to meet the unique
needs of the student population while promoting innovative programs.

Middle School North utilizes a varisty of assessment tools to gauge student learning.
These include the following standardized test: Ilinois Standards Achievement Test,
Explore, Terra Nova, znd STAR Reading. In addition, local assessments are also used.
As departments develop curriculumns according to the district’s curriculum review cycle,
the new curriculums are aligned with the Illinois State Standards.

Lale Zurich Middie School North’s team structure, based on the middle school
philosophy, allows for sharing of information to promote effective teaching and to
enthance learning. The certified teachers, who deliver instruction at Lake Zurich Middle
Schoal North, maintain current skills and competencies by participating in professional
growth opportunities provided by the district. In addition, teachers independently select
course work at colleges and universities.

The following information is provided to offer a better insight into the statistical data that
represents Middle School North. '

A. Students
Middle School North's student population of 728 students is culiurally

represented by 94.1 percent white, .4 parcent African American, 3.4
percent Hispanic, 1.8 percent Asian Pacific {slander, and .3 percen:
Native American. Of the 729 students, 4 percentis classified as fow-
income. Middle Schaol North has & 86 percent attendance raie with no
chronic truants and a mobility rate of 8.6 percent.



B. Instructional Setting
fram 25.1-25.3 In

Middie School North's average class size ranges
utas a day are devoted to the core areas of

inutes a day are devoled to
f Middie school North's
The 59 full-time Middle

grades B6-8. Forty-Five min
math, science, and social science. Ninety m
the teaching of English. Ninety-six percent o
parents have been contacted by the school.
Sehool North Staff members have an average of 11.3 years of teaching
experience with 58 percent having a master's degree or higher and reflect
4 12 3:1 student 1o teacher ratio. Norifi's 44 female and 15 male staff is
98.3 percent White and 1.7 percert Hispanic. The average teacher’s
salary is $49,287. Middle School North's student to administrator ratio is
365:1 with the average adminisirator salary being $63,650.

C. Academic Performance
iiddle Schoo! North's 79 and 8" grade students participate in the linois Standards

Achievement Test (ISAT) annually. in grade seven, 90 percent of students meet or

exceed standards in sclence and 85 percent meet or exceed standards in social science.
In grade eight, 84 percent meet or exceed standards in reading, 79 percent in math, and
a8 percent in writing. Grade six is not adrministered the (SAT test. [n 2001, 476 students

100k the ISAT. Of this number 57 had an |EP, 411 were non-1EP, and nine weare non-
English proficient.



Areas not measured by th
Noxrth are detailed througt

STRENGTHS AND ARFAS OF PLANNED IMPROVEMENT FOR

LAKE ZURICH MIDDLE SCHOOL — NORTH CAMPUS
2001-02 School Year

e JSAT test, but that are part of fhe curriculum at Middle Scho ol
L the following Data Collection and Analysis and Gap Analysis

Worksheets.

Nathematics

Qtraiegles for Improvement

1.

The mathematics department will yeview the math vocabulary list provided by
the state for the ISAT math exams. We will check our current curriculum
objectives to ses the grade level that cach of the vocabulary words is
stroduced and discuss possible revigions in our math cwriculum.

During our math department meetings, we will Teview some sample extended-
response ISAT math problems provided by the state. We will discuss the
state- grading rubric ard analyze how tie rubric was used at the state fevel to
grade the sample provlems, We will also be developing extended-response
problems for each grade level of math. The same problems, rubric, solution

process, and explanation will follow & similar format to that o the ISAT math

ereil.

Qgacial Studies

Qtratecies for Imorovement

i

The go
implementation of 2 new $cOpe z11d sequence an
refloct clear alignment with the state standards for so
clear alignment with the state go als
are perfornmng below st
state’s expectations will also enzble students that are currently meeting state
standards begin to exceed the standards.

a1 of the social studies departmert is to facilitate the full adoption and

d its corresponding curriculum to
cial studies. We feel that
will help our department enable students that
andards to meet state standards. Clear alignment with the



2. Owr departnzent will also continue to focus on enhancing in our students an
appreciation for the uniqueness of people in our community and an understanding
of the variety of ways of living and thinking throughout the world. This
appreciation is vital to our task of creating responsible citizens iz Lake Zurich.

Science

Strategies for Improvement

1. The science department will work to improve reading skills through the use of
various techniques to assist reading comprehension in the following ways:

e Consulting with schools’ reading specialist

o Scilence article sutmumaries

» Anticipation reading guides

«  Vocabulary development

s Graphic organizers

Information orgamzeation strategiss (outlining, SQ3R, KWL, T chars, concept
mapping

s Peerreading

e . Current science magazines

2. The science department will continue to incorporate a narrative laboratory
reporting format as an edjunct to current laboratory reporting techniques.

3, The science departiment will continue fo place emphasis on problem solving
through such activities as:
o Web quests
e Teacher created lab activities
Student designed experiments to test their own hypothesis
Student presentation of their ideas, technigues, and results of thelr investigations

e Droblem of the month

Language Arts/Reading

Strategies for Improvement-Readmg/Tanguage Arfs

1. The department will place greater emphasis on teaching reading strategies in
geaneral and will identify and agree upcn specific reading strategies that will be
taught af each specific grace level. Additionally, reading/literature teachers will,
upon request, skare reading strategies with content area teachers and provide



support to them in their attempts with re ading strategy implementation in their
classrooms. Text sets will be analyzed for use at all grade levels.

9. The department will place greater emphasis on improving spelling with

implementing, at all grade levels, a new spelling series.

The department will place greater emphasis on writing and editing with focus on
persuasive writing. The department will also place greater emphasis on
improving support in developing writing.

also identify key writing strategies used to improve focus,

The department will
and will develop rubrics to be used in these

organization, integration and suppori,
areas within each specific grade level.
Tt will also place greater emphasis on writing and editing with focus on; emphasizing
support in writing by use of varied brainstorm activities and grade appropriate rubric

use. Emphasize editing through continued use of peer conferencing, peer and teacher

editing and revision conferences.

Music

Qiratesies for Improvement

Tempo — opportunities to use the computer {0 write their own music and decide on an

appropriate tempo

Music History — more time spent in seventh grade — histening and comparing styles

3 SQtudents create 2 Venn diagram for each period to help organize

Art

Strategies for Improvement

1. New ways to review for the review test

5. New instructional strategies for leaming: contrast and compare, critiquing technigues,

written evaluations, and group study. Also, using technology to explore artists’

renderings



Drama

Strategies for Improvement

e

do

Reviewing curriculum to include all time periods of Theaire History
Revising assessment/portfolio strategies o reflect performance based curriclim.
Tnvolving students in their compnunity arts network

Demonstrating real life drama applications
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REFLECTIONS

Middle School North’s Schoo! Improvement Teams (SITS) meet throughout the
school year to review the plan, develop . nitiatives that will promote the plan, and make
corrections as needed. Currently, time is being spent 10 coordinate staff development for
teachers in the areas of reading and student responsibility. Also, steps are being taken to
identify ways that partnerships can be developed with parents/families, businesses, and
community organizations 10 help facilitate the evaluation and implementation of our

school improvement plan.
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Reflection

Middle School North’s School Improvement Teams (SITS) meet throughout the
school year to review the plan, develop initiatives that will promote the plan, and make
corrections as needed. Currently, time is being spent to coordinate staff development for
teachers in the arcas of reading and student responsibility. Also, steps arc being taken to
identify ways that parinerships can be developed with parcnts/familics, businesscs, and
community organizations to help facilitate the evaluation and implementation of our
school improvement plan.





