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Dear Seth Paine Families,

Wow, what a great start to the 2009-2010 
school year! We are already 1½ months in 
and I feel like the # rst day was just yester-
day.  It has been great to have the students 

back in the building # lling the halls with excitement 
and an eagerness to learn.  It was so nice to see many 
of you this year at our Meet the Principal Day back in 
August and at our Back to School night.  We have such 
a wonderful supportive community here at Seth Paine.  
Here is a snap shot of what is going on around here at 
school.

MAP Tests – Students in grades 2-5 have just # nished 
taking MAP (Measures of Academic Performance) 
achievement tests.  $ is is a good opportunity for us to 
measure where your children are currently in reading 
and math.  We will send home test results mid-Octo-
ber.  Please keep in mind that due to time o%  during 
the summer, it is very common for student RIT scores 
to drop slightly from the previous spring, but we hope 
to see the children soar between now and the spring 
when we will measure them again! For an explana-
tion of scores or more information about this testing, 
please feel free to contact the classroom teacher or visit 
the NWEA website at www.nwea.org

DIBELS and AIMSWEB – We have administered 
the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills 
(DIBELS) test to all of our K -1 students as a way of 
keeping tabs on these children in early literacy skills 
(K-1).  We will be conducting AIMSWEB testing on 
all of our children once the sta%  development training 
is completed and buildings are ready to test.  As a 
result of this testing, we will be determining which 
students qualify for additional reading help from our 
lab and our specialists.  $ e parents of those students 
will be noti# ed soon for clari# cation of what that 
means for you and your student(s).  For additional 
information about either of these testing programs 
please feel free to visit: https://dibels.uoregon.edu/ or   
http://www.aimsweb.com/  

Wellness Plan - As a part of the “Child Nutrition and 
Women, Infants, and Children Reauthorization Act 
of 2004” the school district made some signi# cant 

changes to our wellness plan several years ago. $ ose 
plans will continue this year as we ask you again to 
bring only healthy snacks to school for your child. $ is 
includes birthday treats. You did an excellent job of 
respecting the wellness plan last year and we ask for 
your continued support with the plan this year.

H1N1 – Please check our district website o& en as 
to updates, measures being taken, and our district’s 
expectations pertaining to this issue.  

Going Green – Our building and our district’s goal 
is to become completely paperless.  $ is means we 
need your email addresses in order for us to best 
communicate with our families.  I wanted to let all 
of our families know, if we have an email address on 
# le you will no longer be receiving paper copies from 
school. You will receive a weekly email with links and 
reminders about checking our building website’s “* yer 
and handout” section.  Many of our teachers are also 
making an e% ort to go green as well posting many of 
their handouts and updates on their website.  Please 
visit http://www.lz95.org/sp/ to see all of the great 
things available to you. 

! anks –A special thank you goes out to all of the 
experienced and new PTO parents that have been 
able to help out here at Seth Paine.  We have such 
an outstanding group and I feel that we really are 
privileged to have such a caring bunch.  I also want to 
give Ruth Michael, a past PTO mom, a big thank you.  
She worked hard this summer organizing and packing 
backpacks with school supplies, which helped our 
students in need. 

Contact Me – Have a question or a concern?  Please 
feel free to contact me.  You can reach me at #847-
438-2163 or via email at: cameron.shapiro@lz95.org 

Mr. Cameron Shapiro, Principal

Seth Paine School

Dates to Remember
September

30 Market Day

30 Bingo Night 6:30-8:30

October

1 5th Gr. Revolutionary War         
    Day

5 PTO Meeting 7pm

12 Columbus Day - no   
      school

16 Vision/Hearing testing 

16 Freaky Friday 7-9 PM

17 Spooky Saturday 5-7 PM

20 Early Release

28 Market Day Pickup

30 Institute Day- no school

31 Halloween

November

9 PTO Meeting 7pm
9-13   Book Fair Week   
            4-7pm

10 Early Release

10 Parent/Teacher    
       Conferences 2-7pm

11 Veteran’s Day - no school
12 Parent/Teacher 

      Conferences 4-7pm

12 Ice Cream Social

25 No school 

26- 27 ! anksgiving Break

Letter from the Principal
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Message from the PTO Presidents
“The best way to fi nd yourself, is to lose yourself in the 
service of others.”
     --Ghandi

Welcome back to school! Hopefully you were able to enjoy 
some quality family time this summer and were able to relax 
in the warm summer sun. As we settle in, it’s nice to see ev-
eryone making new friends and re-connecting with the old. 

All of the children seem to be so comfortable and con" dent as they now 
have a month of school behind them.

Our names are Mary Perkowitz and Sandy Tassi and we are honored to be 
serving you this year as the co-presidents of the PTO. We are proud to be 
a part of a parent and teacher organization that works hard to achieve the 
common goal of enriching the education of our children. We have both 
been volunteers for the PTO for the past ten years. # is experience has 
been rewarded by many new friendships and the grati" cation that results 
from working for a good cause! Every Seth Paine parent is a member of 
the PTO and we encourage you to attend any and all PTO sponsored 
events, consider joining a committee, and ask that you help support our 
fundraisers. You too, will be rewarded as we work together to enrich the 
educational experiences of all of our children.

# ank you to all of the parents who have completed the Parent Involve-
ment forms and have generously volunteered their time and/or talent to 
the Seth Paine PTO. We are fortunate to have such a caring school com-
munity. # e education of our children will be enriched by your involve-
ment and you will be rewarded with smiles, hugs and opportunities to 
meet new people and make memories with your children.

# ank you to Beth Slaughter and Sue Richards for organizing our 
Entertainment Book fundraiser and to Ellen Krasavage, Jen O’Gara, and 
Kari Garite for running our Innisbrook Wrapping Paper sale. # ese two 
fundraisers generate most of our PTO’s annual income for the year. It is 
through these fundraisers that we are able to provide every child at Seth 
Paine with all the wonderful programs and events we are able to sponsor. 
# ank you to all the students and parents who purchased or sold these 
items, your support is very much appreciated by all.

We would also like to thank our hard working yearbook committee; Bon-
nie Kipperman, Jenny Grossenbacher and Monica Maas for putting to-
gether such a wonderful o$  ce bulletin board as well as thanks in advance 
for their photo coverage of all upcoming Seth Paine events throughout 
the year!  # anks also go to our hospitality committee who organized a 
Welcome Back to School lunch for our awesome, hard working teachers.

# ank you also to Colleen Bertrand for organizing our ever popular Seth 
Paine Family Bingo Night. Big thanks also go out to Amy O’Connor and 
Kathy Sarsha for chairing Freaky Friday and Spooky Saturday. Along with 
Amy & Kathy we’d like to thank Troy Smith who runs our Spook House  
and all the other parent volunteers it takes to pull an event of this mag-
nitude o% . # is is an action packed weekend of fun. # e children always 
really enjoy this holiday favorite. Don’t miss this wonderful event!

A big thank you also to Kevin Downing, our newsletter editor, for all the 
hours he will spend composing this wonderful newsletter.  Monthly, he 
will be publishing this newsletter to keep us all informed of upcoming 
Seth Paine PTO events.

Last but not least, thank you also to my former co-president 
Mary Beth Euker and Mrs. Kern for working countless 
hours on running auditions for our fourth and " ( h grade 
students who wish to be in our Winter production of 
Beauty and the Beast. I know it is the beginning of many 
long days of practice for all the students who are choosing to 
be a part of this exciting adventure.

Again, as Ghandi aptly states in his quote above, come lose 
yourself in serving the students of Seth Paine!  We appreci-
ate the work you do and the time you give which is some-
times our most valuable asset.  # e students truly bene" t 
from all of your hard work and support.

We are looking forward to working with all of you this year 
and welcome any ideas or suggestions you may have. Wel-
come back and let’s all have a great year!!!!

Mary Perkowitz and Sandy Tassi

Seth Paine PTO Co-Presidents
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PTO Meeting Schedule
Some changes have been made to the PTO meeting dates listed in

the district calendar. All meetings are at 7:00 in the school library.

! e new dates are as follows:

Monday October 5, 2009

Monday November 9, 2009

Wednesday December 2, 2009(Holiday outing in place of regular meeting  
(place - TBD) @7 pm

Monday January 11, 2010

Monday February 8, 2010

Monday March 8, 2010

Monday April 12, 2010

Monday April 20, 2010

Monday May 10, 2010

Market Day
You can order Market Day directly online by going to www.marketday.
com. All internet orders are due by noon on . Paper orders are due to 
school on

Pick up for all Market Day orders in Seth Paine Gym on Wed. , between 
4:30 and 5:30.

! ank you for supporting Seth Paine PTO thru Market Day.

! e Market day pickup days are:

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Wednesday, October 28, 2009

Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Wednesday, January 6, 2010

Wednesday, February 3, 2010

Wednesday, April 7, 2010

Wednesday, May 5, 2010

Wednesday, June 2, 2010

PTO Mythbusters
Myth:  � e PTO is just for stay-at-home moms.

FACT:  ! e PTO is for everyone!  Our volunteers are mothers, fathers 
and those who # ll those roles for their students.  We have a wide range 
of volunteers who:  stay-at-home; work part-time to full-time; have little 
ones at home, preschoolers, high schoolers and/or college students; are 
continuing their own education; and more!

Myth:  � e PTO has all the help they need.

FACT:  ! e PTO welcomes everyone and continues to need volunteers 
for various events, fundraisers, and committees year-round.  We need 
you!

Myth:  Volunteering for the PTO takes too much time.

FACT:  Only YOU can decide how much time you can give.  Even if you 
can help at just one event or handle one task per year, it would be greatly 
appreciated.  

Myth:  PTO volunteers need to be at the school during the day.

FACT:   Some of the PTO work can be done from home on your own 
schedule, or at various events that take place at night or on weekends.  Yes, 
there is volunteering during the school day if you are able to do so.  But no 
one does it all, so choose what works best for you.

Myth:  � e PTO has the same volunteers year a" er year and everyone knows 
each other.  

FACT:  While we are fortunate to have dedicated volunteers who return, 
it’s important that we welcome new ones every year.  We are most success-
ful when we work together with a variety of people throughout the Seth 
Paine Community. Our volunteers range from Kindergarten to 5th grade 
family members, so it’s a great chance to get to know caregivers from your 
student’s own and other grades, share information, and make a connec-
tion.

Myth:  � e PTO is all set with their activities and events for the year.

FACT:  Each year, the PTO brings back favorites and tries new activities, 
fundraisers and events.   ! ose new ideas come from volunteers – many 
times new volunteers.  We are still planning for this year and we want you 
to be a part of it all!

Questions?
Call/Email:

Mary Perkowitz , 847-726-2306, mgkbperk@att.net

Sandy Tassi, 847-726-9415., sandytassi@yahoo.com
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 for 4th and 5th Graders ONLY! (A Drop-Off Event)
Games, D.J. and Dancing, Haunted House, Refreshments for Sale,

Nails & Face Painting at the Spooky Spa & More!!!

When: Friday, October 16th, Time: 7:00 to 9:00 pm.

 
(Parent or Guardian must attend)

For Early Childhood, Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd and 3rd Graders
Games, Jumpin’ Jack, Haunted House, Refreshments for Sale,

Nails & Face Painting at the Spooky Spa, & More!!!

When: Saturday, October 17th, Time: 5:00 to 7:00 pm.

Cost: Tickets will be $7 in advance or $8 at the door . Seth Paine Students Only.

PLEASE COME HELP US AND HAVE A GHOULISHLY GOOD TIME!!!
If you’d like to volunteer, please complete and return the bottom portion of this form to your child’s teacher A.S.A.P. or by Wednesday, October 7th.

Please call Amy O’Connor 550-9604 or Kathy Sarsha 726-2067 with any questions. (Spook House inquiries to Troy Smith 550-8030).

VOLUNTEER  NAME: _________________________________________________ CHILD’S NAME:_______________________________
_____________________

PHONE:_____________________________________________________________ TEACH-
ER:_________________________________________________________

Please mark your selections 1-4, with 1 being your ! rst choice. We’ll do our best to accomodate your top choices. 

Pre-Event Work:

Building/Setting up Spook House_______Decorating Gym (Fri. a" er 4pm)______

Freaky Friday 10/17

Games ___________________________

Spooky Spa _______________________

Kitchen __________________________

Haunted House _____________________

Chaperone _________________________

Tickets/Door ______________________

Ra#  e Table _______________________

A" erward-cleanup __________________

Spooky Saturday 10/18

Games ___________________________

Spooky Spa _______________________

Kitchen __________________________

Haunted House ____________________

Jumpin’ Jack _______________________

Tickets/Door _____________________

Ra#  e Table _______________________

A" erward-cleanup __________________
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“Your Trash, 
Our Treasure”
“Your Trash, Our Treasure” encompasses many programs o! ered by 
companies who support schools by donating money for items collected 
and redeemed. Seth Paine PTO will be participating in the following 
programs during the 2009-2010 school year.

General Mills - Box Tops for Education

Cambell’s Soup Company - Labels for Education

Tyson Foods Inc. - Project A+

Golden Guernsey Dairy - Kids Caps & Cash

Kemps Milk Caps – Nickels for Schools

Swiss Valley Farms Milk – Cash for Caps

Recycling used cell phones and printer cartridges

Note that we will not be participating in the Nestle Go Play program.

All the items most people usually consider “trash” will be converted into 
“treasure”. Formore information on the speci" cs of the programs, check 
out their company websites: www.btfe.com, www.labelsforeducation.com, 
www.tysonfoodsinc.com

Our goal this year is to raise $2,500 in cash and collect 16,000 points 
from the Labels for Education program. With these funds we have been 
able to supply playground equipment for recess and support many student 
programs.

Students may bring in “trash” at any time. Please write their classroom 
number on the back of the trash or place it in an envelope or baggie 
marked with the room number.

Students deposit the “trash” in their classroom’s collection envelope. 
! e envelopes will be collected on the following dates:

Friday, September 18   Friday, October 23        Friday, November 20

Friday, December 18   # ursday, January 21     Friday, February 19

Frozen Fruit Bars!
Fridays Only!
# e 5th graders are selling frozen fruit 
bars at lunchtime on Fridays.

Please help support our fundraising for 
Ta% !!

.50 cents each!!

Dominick’s Food Store 
Fund Raiser
# e Dominick’s eScrip program is a way to make money for our school 
that takes only about 5 minutes of your time and costs you nothing.

If you have a Dominick’s Supermarket Fresh Values card, the eScrip 
Program will contribute up to 4% of your purchases all year long. To have 
your contribution automatically donated to the Seth Paine PTO, just 
go to www.escrip.com. Go to Supporter Registration - Step 1 Enter our 
group ID 6562927, your Fresh Values card number, name, address, and 
email. Family and friends may also participate in this program. You can 
even designate your contributions to more than one school. Currently 
there is a special 10% Back to Schools promotion that can earn us even 
more automatically. 2009 10% Back to School - Earn 10% for your group 
when you use your registered Dominick’s club card

To " nd out more, including other ways you can help our school earn 
money, go to   www.eScrip.com

Don’t have a Fresh Values card? Go to: http://www.dominicks.com/IFL/
Grocery/Club-Card

Using a Fresh Values card at Dominick’s is easier than ever. If you forget 
your card, you can still get savings for yourself and Seth Paine by entering 
your phone number at the register.

# ank you for taking the time to register with Escrip! Any questions? Call 
Kris Fontana at 847-438-6760

Vision and Hearing screenings will take place for all students on Friday, 
October 16th.  Volunteers are needed to help with this.  It’s fun, and really 
easy.  All you have to do is help keep students quiet and moving along.  If 
you can spare a couple of hours, please call Debbie Keller at (847)304-
5421 or Beth Slaughter (847)438-1441.  THANKS!!

����
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The British Are Coming!
Calling all 5th grade Parents (Dads included)!

Come, join in for Planning this Exciting 5th grade 

Tradition…

REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
DAY!

October 1st, 2009

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
October 1st is the day all 5th graders will participate in a re-enactment of the Revolutionary War, including live outdoor demonstrations, hands-on 
activities and great educational experiences. ! is event coordinates with the 5th grade Social Studies curriculum.

Please mark your calendars!
We’d love your help in any way. A volunteer form should have come home.

If you would like to participate in this great day, (A favorite 5th grade memory for all!) 

We are looking for parents to volunteer in any of these areas:

• Cooking Stations – cook with students over open # re (lots of opportunity to help here!)

• Games – organizing and assisting with time period games

• Woodworking and Tools – hands on station with wood project & period tools

• Lead Parents – lead a group of studentsthrough the activity stations for the day

For more information, Contact:
Michelle Gates mgatesmalibu@gmail.com

Colleen Bertrand bertrandc@sbcglobal.net

Sue McCurley smccurley99@comcast.net

This event is co-sponsored by the PTO Cultural Arts Committee.
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SHOP & SHARE IDENTIFICATION SLIP    
                                                                                                                          AMOUNT OF PURCHASE

09208052 

                          GROUP NUMBER      STORE NUMBER                                     DOLLARS         CENTS   

         GROUP: Seth Paine Elementary School - Taft

                    

YOUR SHOP & SHARE DAYS:  10/19/2009, 10/20/2009, 10/21/2009 

          SIGNATURE_______________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                 

PLEASE SIGN THIS SLIP AND TURN IT IN TO YOUR CHECKER WHEN YOU SHOP.             

PARTICIPANTS CAN MAKE PURCHASES AT ANY JEWEL-OSCO ON THE DATE ABOVE. 

SHOP & SHARE IDENTIFICATION SLIP    
                                                                                                                          AMOUNT OF PURCHASE

10108052 

                          GROUP NUMBER      STORE NUMBER                                     DOLLARS         CENTS   

         GROUP: Seth Paine Elementary School - Taft

                    

YOUR SHOP & SHARE DAYS:  10/19/2009, 10/20/2009, 10/21/2009 

          SIGNATURE_______________________________________________ 
PLEASE SIGN THIS SLIP AND TURN IT IN TO YOUR CHECKER WHEN YOU SHOP. 

PARTICIPANTS CAN MAKE PURCHASES AT ANY JEWEL-OSCO ON THE DATE ABOVE.

Support the 5th 
grade’s Taft 
Experience!
Shop at any Jewel Store in 
Chicagoland and bring an 
offi cial slip to any Jewel on 
one of the designated dates 
and 5% of your purchase 
comes back to Seth Paine!
It’s as easy as picking up an o!  cial slip in the lobby, cutting out a slip from 
the Seth Paine newsletter or printing and cutting out a slip from the Seth 
Paine website @ handouts and " yers.
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Bill Coon, 
Jr. Tribute

Bill Coon, Jr. graduated 
from Lake Zurich High 
School a couple of years 
ago. He was one of the 

seniors that was chosen to speak 
at his class’s graduation ceremony.  
When Bill was just 3 weeks old he 
had a heart transplant.  In May he 
developed heart failure and is now 
on the transplant list once again. 
He not only needs a new heart, but 
a kidney as well. 

Bill’s mother, Ann, was a substitute 
teacher for our district for many 
years and several teachers that are 
presently employed by the district 
had Bill as a student. ! at is why 
I am writing to you.  I am a friend 
of the family and am in the process 
of putting together a prayer pouch 
or box for Bill.  ! e container will 
be " lled with prayers, cards, letters, 
etc. for him.  If any of the district’s 
teachers would like to contribute 
to this project they can send them 
to me:
Shari Gullo
585 Cypress Bridge Road
Lake Zurich, IL 60047

! ey should mark on their con-
tribution if they want it to remain 
“forever private”.  ! ey may wish 
to make their prayer tangible, but 
remain unread.  Some people have 
e-mailed me prayers to include.  
! ey can be sent to me at pizza-
bones@msn.com.  I will cut and 
paste them and print them out on 
nice paper. If this is done, people 
should include their name and if 
they would like, their address.

It is not necessary for people to 
know Bill in order to participate.  
Most of the prayers that have been 
received so far are from strangers 
who know of Bill’s situation and 
are praying for him.

Have you placed your order yet?

· 50% of all sales stay with the Seth Paine PTO

· Help fund all the great PTO programs for our students

· As soon as you have entered online the " rst 10 items your student sells, you will receive a

“Monkey Mayhem” computer game to download to your home computer for your student to play

· You can enter new orders or add to your previously entered orders until October 5th

· Samples of the gi#  wrap and other items can be seen in the displays in the school lobby and

o$  ce areas

· Any questions, contact Ellen Krasavage at Ellen.krasavage@gmail.com or 847-540-5004

Bingo Night
When: Wed. Sept.30, 2009

Time: 6:30p.m. - 8:30p.m.

Where: Seth Paine Gym

Cost: $2.00 per person advance ticket sales

$2.50 per person at the door

Price includes a beverage and a snack while you play!

! is is a family event, all children must be with an adult, no drop o) s please.

Volunteers needed! 
If you can help during the event please contact Colleen Bertrand:

Phone# 847-550-6491 or e-mail – bertrandc@sbcglobal.net

Please return the bottom portion along with your cash or check payable to Seth Paine PTO.

Bingo Night 

Number of tickets_____________________________________

Student Name_______________________________________

Teacher_____________________________________________

Dragon Dialog Due Dates
If you want to add an article to the newsletter, just email: kevin.downing@imagize.com or contact Kevin at (312) 
965-3696. ! e deadlines for submission are:

Friday, November 6

Friday, January 29

Friday, March 12

Friday, April 16

Friday, May 21

�


